Dan Gregson, 
Head Boy at Judd School 2022 to 2023. Winner of the Poland Trophy

His speech at the Senior Prize Giving event, which took place at the Tonbridge School Chapel on the evening of 12th September 2023


Hello everyone, thank you very much for being here to celebrate this year's prize winners! Unfortunately for all of you, that does come with having to listen to me be all mushy and sentimental as I say my final goodbye to my year, and the friends that I have made over the course of my 7 years at Judd. 

A massive congratulations for winning your respective prizes. It’s an incredible feat of hard work balanced with dedication to earn one of these awards, especially given how talented the pool of contenders is at Judd. It also helps show that whatever you’re doing, you’re doing well. Keep it up. You’ve all had a summer to rejuvenate as much as possible (even with the looming exam results). Approach your next steps, whether it’s year 13 or beyond, with just as much energy as you’ve displayed at Judd thus far. But my one piece of advice, that is the key takeaway from everything I have to say, is this. 

No matter what, if you’re struggling, ask for help. It is never too late. It can be easy to get bogged down into driving yourself to meet up with expectations, or get burned out reaching for the high heights you’re capable of. Anything worth doing takes hard work and there are almost always complications. No matter how far down the road it is, don’t be the person that struggled alone, be the person that reached out for support and achieved in the face of adversity. 

The last two years at Judd have been, I can at least say for myself and I’m sure many would agree, a challenge. You’d be hard pressed to find a group of students more deeply affected by what Covid threw at us. Missing the better part of our GCSEs, missing public exams, and being dropped in the deep end with A-Levels with ever higher grade boundaries. And I believe it’s made us tougher as individuals. But despite losing valuable time with our friends to being in the confines of our homes, we’ve made up for it by making our sixth form an incredible experience. 

Olympiads were entered, academic challenges won, concerts played and musicals sung. and rival schools thoroughly clobbered on the rugby pitches. In fact, the only thing at Judd more unifying than beating skinners on the pitch, is the despair of seeing the third price hike in paninis in the canteen. And amongst those headline successes I’ve mentioned, where the amazing social changes that our sixth form have helped bring about. Look no further than the Juddiennes Society, Prefects delivering PSHE content to younger years, and assemblies lead by our sixth formers, as shining examples of how we’ve helped understand each other and hopefully inspire others to do the same.

For all that were able to make it to our prom this year, I think you’ll agree despite an 11:30 curfew here and a few broken photo booths there, we had a great time and I hope you all enjoyed it as much as I did. It received a very positive reception and it was clear people were very appreciative which made all the work we put into organising it absolutely worth it. I hope it’s a night to remember Judd by as people start to disperse across this country and further afield. 

Please do stay in contact. Whilst it can be refreshing to start a-new in whatever new venture is taking you, it would be a shame to lose sight of the people that supported you to get there as well as putting all the good times behind. New things are never as scary when you have friends to support you. 

One of the ways you can do this, would be through the Old Juddians society. Howard Dolling, the head of the OJs society, is hosting the 100th annual Old Juddians Society Dinner this year, at which I would be very glad to see as many of you as possible. The last annual dinner was a great experience and the 100th event is going to be the best one yet. But moreover, being an OJ means staying connected to a community of similarly brilliant people - it’s always a blessing to stay connected with such a network of people.

So, with all that said. The last thing to say is Good Luck everyone. I wish you the very best for universities, apprenticeships, gap years, work experience you name it. Class of 2023, venture forth into the great unknown, armed with the knowledge that we’ve gained (or at least crammed) from our years here and do great things as I’m sure you all will. It’s been amazing getting to know, as Mr Burnie would put it, “all you lovely people” and a double honour to have been your Head Boy. Before I wrap up, I’d like to take the chance to thank the Judd Staff for making the amazing opportunities we have possible, we all owe them a debt of gratitude for supporting us to where we are. Thank you so much, goodbye and good luck.

